


to consult the planners first. The ap-
plicant’s relationship with the profes-
sional planners can set the tone for the

mteractions with the city council, she
said. Moreover, being active during
the drafting process allows association
members to learn important details.
“The way we know about amendments
... someone heard it at a meeting. from
a planner,” she said,

Regarding the education part of the
education and regulatory committee.
Hill asked members to let them know
what they wanted to learn and the com-
mittee would arrange a session about
that topic at future conferences. Roach
added later that locations for future
conferences would be rotated.

Future events

Eileen Hastings. chairman of the
Social Committee. announced that the
next event. a golf’ tournament, would
be in Williamsburg on October 8, and
she is looking for volunteers. President
Roach encouraged members 1o sign up
for committees, stating that volunteers
are the strength of the organization.

Speakers and sponsors

Featured speakers included Rob
Dawson, vice president of Tessco Tech-
nologies, who spoke about wireless
convergence and the impact of 4G on
the rest of the network. Keynote speak-
er Mark Holland, director of global
standards for Clearwire, spoke about
the company’s new network. Clear,
which scheduled launches this summer
in Atlanta: Portland. Ore.: and Balti-
more. The third featured speaker was
Tessco’s product business unit leader,
Robert Burke.

President Roach thanked the events’
sponsors: BCIl Communications. En-
trex Communications Service, Tessco
lechnologies. Donohue & Blue, Wa-
terford Consultants. Radio Frequency
Systems and Fidelity.

4G’s network impact

Tessco’s Dawson explained that
the number ol wireless subscribers
in the United States has risen from
33.8 million in 1995 to 270.3 million
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Clearwire’s pc card enables portability for customers on the Clearwire wire-
less broadband network. The pc card is the next stage in the evolution of the
company’s strategy to deliver a simple-to-use, fast, portable, reliable and
affordable broadband experience.
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Tessco’s Rob Dawson said that although maps show apparent coverage
everywhere, some dead spots remain. He attributed network growth to the
popularity of end-user applications on wireless communications devices.
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in 2008, With almost as many subscrib-
ers as people in the country. part of the
growth can be attributed to users with
multiple devices. Dawson said.

And while coverage maps show that
coverage is everywhere, Dawson joked
that there are still dead spots.

“While I'm driving home [rom the
office. I still have to say, ‘let me hang up
for 15 scconds because 1'm going to lose
you here in a minute.” Dawson said.

He joked that no one seems to notice
when there are no coverage gaps.

He showed figures indicating that
the number of cell sites increased
from 104.288 in December 2000 to
242,130 in December 2008, Discuss-
ing collocation, he said. “It’s stagger-
ing to see how much stuff is hanging
off these towers.™

Dawson said that end-user device
applications are driving growth, not-
ing how it was possible to feel that “if
you throw a chip in something. some-
Clearwire's Mark Holland said that as wireline minutes are falling, wireless one will need it."” Mentioning iPhone,
minutes are rising. That shift, along with lower prices for wireless devices  Blackberry, push email services, Oracle
and use, has caused the level of use to rise. for mobile devices. GPS and netbooks.
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state wireless association meeting

Dawson emphasized that user demand
15 pushing the growth

Accordimg 10 Dawson, the gues-
tion now 15, “How perfectly does the
network have o function to let this
work properly?™

As of 2008, networks were using
an average of 4 T lines per cell site,
averaging 6 Mbps of capaeity, where-

as an 2007, each site had an average

)
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ol 2.5 T1s per site, and averaged 3 o
4 Mbps of capacity

Lndd think the
magic. Dawson explamed

network 18
“When
i works. no one has any guestions

HsETs

When it doesn’t work., evervone has
a theorv.™ He joked that he onee told
a college group that magic dust and
gnomes worked o connect devices to

networks
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Companies are advertising high
‘\l'll.'l."l.l.h becuuse no vampany wanis
o say that s network 1s slower than
everyone else’s, he sand

I'he higher number of users, in-
trallie and dma ransfers.

and demand Tor faster speeds is put-

creased

ting a strain on network equipment
arid techmical and financial resources,
Dawson pointed out.

When the vser devices are designed
for high-speed throughput and the car-
riers advertise that they cin suppon

Mark Holland: The
current 3G network
can't handie the
traffic incurred hy
current usage.

the devices, then the metwork has 1o
be configured to make sure the devices

wiork as eapected, Davwson said

Mo 4G on a 36 netwark

Mark Holland, dir¢ctor ol global
standards for Clearwire. presented
the company’s newest brand, Clear
The 4G network brand developed
by the merged company of Clear-
wire and Sprint Mextel was launch-
ing i Atlanta as he spoke. Clear’s

new network promiscs up o & Mbps

Tessco offers Redline WiMAX prod-
ucts, such as an outdoor subscriber
unit certified by the WiMAX Forum.

www.tessco.com/go/prm






